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motions, or seeks conversely to find the motions when the law of their velocities is known. Newton's paper on this subject was finished in 1671 under the name of Methodus fluxionum, but was first published in 1736, after his death. Newton is thought by some to have borrowed the Idea of fluxions from a work of Napier. * According to Gauss, Newton deserved much more credit than Leibnitz, although he attributes to the latter great talent, which, however, was too much dissipated. It appears that this judgment, looked at from both sides, is hardly warranted. Leibnitz failed to give satisfactory explanation of that which led Newton to one of his most important innovations, the idea of limits. On the other hand, Newton is not always entirely clear in the purely analytic proof. Leibnitz, too, deserves very high praise for the introduction of the appropriate symbols C and dx, as well as for stating the rules of operating with them. Today the opinion might safely be expressed that the differential and integral calculus was independently discovered by Newton and by Leibnitz ; that Newton is without doubt the first inventor; that Leibnitz, on the other hand, stimulated by the results communicated to him by Newton, but without the knowledge of Newton's -methods, invented independently the calculus; and that finally to Leibnitz belongs the priority of publication." f
* Cohen, Das Prinsip der Infinitesimalmethode und seine Geschichtc, 1889; Cantor, III., p. 163.
tOlroth.   A very good summary of the discussion is also given in Ball's